
Case Study: Comprehensive Security Enhancement for ******* Financial Services with Grab 
The Axe. 

 

Background: 

******* Financial Services (***), a prominent financial institution, was keen on ensuring the 
utmost security for its operations. In a world where both digital and physical threats are 
rampant, *** sought the expertise of Grab The Axe to conduct a dual assessment: cybersecurity 
and physical security. 

 

Challenge: 

While *** had implemented various security measures, they were unsure of their effectiveness 
against evolving threats. The challenge was twofold: 

1. Digital: Ensuring that their digital assets, including their internal and external networks, 
web applications, and wireless networks, were impervious to cyber threats. 

2. Physical: Guaranteeing the safety of their physical premises, staff, and sensitive 
documents from potential intruders or threats. 

 

Approach: 

Grab The Axe embarked on a comprehensive assessment journey: 

1. Cybersecurity Assessment: 

• External & Internal Network Penetration Testing: To identify potential vulnerabilities 
and weak points in the network. 

• Web Application Vulnerability Assessment: To ensure their applications were free from 
common vulnerabilities like SQL injections or XSS attacks. 

• Wireless Network Assessment: To ensure secure and encrypted connections. 

2. Physical Security Assessment: 

• Onsite Inspection: A thorough check of the premises to identify safety threats, weak 
areas, and potential vulnerabilities. 

• Assessment Components: Included checking ingress and egress points, lighting systems, 
security systems, fire routes, and staff access privileges. 

 



Results: 

Cybersecurity: 

• Identified potential vulnerabilities in firewall and VPN configurations. 

• Unearthed misconfigurations in internal servers. 

• Detected several web application vulnerabilities. 

• Found weak encryption mechanisms in the wireless network. 

Physical Security: 

• Recognized the strength of having anti-tamper plates on access doors. 

• Identified vulnerabilities like the absence of tint on external windows, inactive alarm 
systems, and unsecured filing cabinets containing sensitive data. 

• Noted the absence of fire safety equipment. 

 

Recommendations & Implementation: 

Post-assessment, Grab The Axe provided *** with a set of tailored recommendations: 

Cybersecurity: 

• Strengthening of firewall and VPN configurations. 

• Patching and updating of internal servers. 

• Addressing web application vulnerabilities. 

• Enhancing wireless network encryption. 

Physical Security: 

• Installation of tint on external windows. 

• Activation of the existing alarm system. 

• Securing or replacing filing cabinets. 

• Installation of fire safety equipment. 

*** promptly acted on these recommendations, fortifying their defenses both digitally and 
physically. 

 

 



Conclusion: 

The collaboration between *** and Grab The Axe Consulting, LLC resulted in a fortified security 
posture for ***. By addressing both digital and physical vulnerabilities, *** not only enhanced 
its security but also bolstered its reputation as a trustworthy financial institution. The case 
underscores the importance of a holistic approach to security in today's multifaceted threat 
landscape. 

 


